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when the index number for Burma itself came down to 34.
It is interesting to note here that as compared to Burma
the index numbers for Madras districts did not fall so
low in 1933. The least was for Guntur which was higher
than the Burma figure by 4. In 1935 there was a slight
upward trend. Calcutta Nagara No. 1, which in January
1934 was selling at Es. 3-14-0 per maund, improved by
ten annas.

The present prices for representative varieties in the
Madras markets as on the llth December, 1939, were, for
an imperial maund, Es. 3-3-0 in Chittoor, Es. 2-10-0 in
Vizianagaram, Es. 2-9-0 in Hindupur and Cocanada, Es. 3
in Vellore and iladura, Es 2-8-0 in Kumbakonam and
Es. 2-5-0 in Cuddalore. The lowest was Es. 2-3-0 in
Conjeevaram. As compared with the prices prevalent in
the previous month, there has been an all round increase,
the maximum being 17 per cent in Hindupur. For
Tinnevelly rice the increase is 10%, and for Chittoor and
Anantapur it is 16 and 13 per cent respectively. Cuddalore
rice rose in price by only 8 per cent.

The table below gives the price variations at four stations
for four months prior to the present war and two months
subsequent to it.48

1939.                             1940.

Feb. 28. May 1. June 6. Aug. 6. Jan. 30.  Feb. 20.
Vizagapatam             2.73       2.63       2.63       2.63       2.69       3.01
Cuddalore                   2.47       2.47       2.63         ,.          2.47       2.47
Kambakonam           2.30       2.47       2.47       2.47       2.22       2.30
2.25       2,33       249       2.41       2.25       2.33

Bice as well as Paddy isr placed in the first class in the
General goods classification for which the maximum rate
is *38 pie per maund per mile. This is the cheapest class
quoted for the staple agricultural commodities which
$9 essential to our economic well being. An important
4fi   itart St George Gazette.
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